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great preponderance of biological opinion is opposed to any such view. In the next place, supposing that the degeneration were inherited, there is still no evidence that any racial degradation would result. The process might simply be one of a wholesome extinction of weak stocks. I do not know whether this is so or not: all that I do know is that the deductive method is applied in their argument several times over where it is inapplicable, and, in consequence, that the conclusion reached has no relation to the truth, one way or the other. It is affirmed, on the other hand, that nations 'which have lived in slums for many centuries have not in consequence degenerated, and this observation, if correct, is of more value than a whole multitude of convergent deductions.
But the anti-socialist arguments are equally deductive; and it is for this reason that so much of Herbert Spencer's social writings are worthless. He argued that if the whole nation is taxed to subsidize the poorer sections of the people, ruin must result; for, in general, the poor are the feeblest part of the community. You are therefore taking money from the strong to give to the weak; you are making it more difficult for the strong to survive, and easier for the weak to survive. Ensuing generations will, therefore, be weaker than the present. Furthermore, by giving money or goods to those who have little of either, you discourage providence, and national impoverishment will result.
Now here we have a string of deductions in a sphere where deduction is altogether unreliable. There are in all probability a large number of factors involved in the causation of racial degeneracy, as of national impoverishment. Spencer isolates one or two such factors on which his attention happens to be directed, and forgets the possibility, or indeed the certainty, that the results of these few factors will be altogether drowned amidst the rest. When compulsory national insurance was instituted in England, it was prophesied that the sale of patent medicines would be largely diminished; for